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MINUTES 
General Assembly of Members of the 17th Annual Meeting 
of The European Society for Dermatological Research 
The Rai Congresscentrum , Amsterdam, March 30, 1987 
William]. Cunliffe, Secretary 
Present: Eighty-one members attended the meeting. Apologies 
for absence were received from K. Wolff, E. Christophers, J. 
Guillou . 
Presidential Address 
Dr. P. Fritsch reported that the Board had been very active in 
the past twelve months. Considerable thought and action had 
been put into improving the status and success of our meetings. 
All relevant items were to be discussed subsequently in the AGM. 
It was with regret that P. Fritsch reported the sudden dea th of 
Ru di Cormane. 
W. van Vloten presented to the members an obituary of Rudi 
Cormane. Rudi Cormane had an interest in research from the 
beginning of his medical career. Fortunately for us , his research 
focused on dermatolo gy. Rudi Cormane won the respect of cli-
nicians and basic scientists in the ESDR and was one of our 
founding members. Rudi also won the respect of colleagues in 
all other continents and was a guest speaker at many international 
meetings . P . Fritsch and W. van Vloten were pleased to announce 
tha t the ESDR will have an annual Rudi Cormane lecture. 
Minu tes of the Last G eneral Assembly 
These were approved without dissent. 
Report of the Treasurer 
B.). Vermeer reported that the financial status of the ESDR 
continued to improve. The credit balance as of D ecember 31 was 
121 ,965 Dutch guilders. On the positive side. the Dutch govern-
ment has again given some money for the 1987 meeting . At this 
present meeting, however, there was less support from industry. 
There are several reasons for this: the ESDR is not particularly 
clinically oriented; the Society has often met in Holland and this 
is clearly a repetitive drain on local drug companies, and there is 
a limit to the amount of money they can provide for the support 
of such meetings . 
Report of the Programme Committee U. P. Ortonne Chairman 
1986/87-). Karvonen Chairman 1987/88). 
J. P. Ortonne reported that we received an almost record num-
ber of abstracts- 218 (1982: 135 abstracts; 1983: 198 abstracts; 
1984: 230 abstracts; 1985: 172 abstracts). The Programme Com-
mittee rejected 47 (22%) and accepted 171 (78%) . One hundred 
fifteen were nominated as formal presentations and 56 as posters . 
Those abstracts that received a consistently high score (9%) were 
placed in the Plenary Session; the other formal talks were allotted 
to Concurrent Sessions. ). Karvonen reported that the structure 
of the programme next year would be similar to the present 
meeting. The Programme Committee will consist of]. Karvonen 
(Chairman), B. M . Czarnetzki. ]. Ring,]. H. Saurat. ]. P . Or-
tonne was thanked for his efforts . 
R eport of the Editor of Th e Journal of Investigative D ermatology 
Dr. H . Baden reported that it is with mixed feelings that he 
passes on the editorship of The Journal of Investigative Derma-
tology to Dave Norris . Dr. Baden has taken enormous pleasure 
in watching first hand the growth of our Journal in both size and 
quality; on the other hand he felt that it is now time to allow 
fresh ideas and different viewpoints to have expression. His goal 
as editor was to help the Journal grow. and he felt this has been 
accomplished. He recognizes, however, that an editor can con-
tribute only so much and what actually makes the difference is 
the high caliber of science in the submitted manuscripts. The 
success of the Journal is, therefore, testimony to the imaginative 
thoughts and creative minds of the clinical and basic scientists 
who have given him the privilege of considering their manu-
scripts. He firmly believes we can look forward to an exciting 
future with a high degree of assurance. 
In giving thanks to those individuals who have helped him, 
the contributors, therefore. are at the top of the list . The members 
of the editorial board gave generously of their time in reviewing 
papers and provided him with guidance and support. H e singled 
out Arthur Sober and Mike Wick for their herculean efforts, 
without whose help he could not have done the job. Pat Novak 
has been the in-house editor for two editors. Not only does she 
perform her job with skill and professionalism, but she has a real 
concern that the final product is as good as it can be by going 
through each issue and pointing out to the publisher, when ap-
propriate, how it might be done better the next time. Her de-
votion is truly remarkable. Fran Clark. our editorial assistant, 
works long and hard to expedite the processing of manuscripts 
and smoothly handles the most irate of our contributors. 
Dr. Baden thanked the reviewers for their thoughtful com-
ments . He has been pleased to see the number of reviewers who, 
through their criticisms, try to help the authors present the ma-
terial in a better light or suggest experiments that make the project 
more meaningful. 
Thanks were given to our previous publishers, Williams and 
Wilkins . for the many years of managing the Journal and assisting 
in the transition . which was done with class and style. He was 
appreciative of Elsevier for their help in improving our format, 
sending the Journal to Europe faster. and trying to cut publication 
costs . 
Although at the present time the Journal of Investigative Der-
matology is in the black, Dr. Baden reported that we are walking 
a fme line . The efforts to raise an endowment will put us on a 
firm fin ancial footing and allow th e new editor to keep pace with 
the demand for pages. We must all support this effort generously 
and help the Society identify potential givers. 
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Table I. Distribution of Papers Received in 1986 
Original reports 
Editorials 
Supplements 
Letters to editor 
Workshop 
Total 
438 
4 
12 
16 
1 
471 
Dr. Baden thanked both The Society for Investigative Der-
matology, Inc., and the European Society for Dermatological 
Research for allowing him to be the editor and supporting this 
effort morally as well as financially . He believed both societies 
have come a long way in mutual understanding and respect for 
their individual needs and together will continue to sponsor the 
Journal. 
Dave Norris will be an excellent editor and Dr. Baden was 
pleased that he was chosen for that position by the search com-
mittee. He is a competent scientist and skilled administrator who 
will bring enthusiasm and imagination to the job. 
The Journal continues to grow and we have published the 
largest number of original reports and pages ever. This was made 
possible by a decision of both the SID and ESDR boards to buy 
more pages . 
The number and distribution of manuscripts received in 1986 
is shown in Table I. We received about 50 fewer papers this year 
compared with last when the figures are corrected for supplement 
manuscripts. Many excellent papers in clinical research are sent 
to dermatology journals with a wide distribution among prac-
titioners. The data on original reports are shown in Table II . The 
percen't of papers received from Europe exactly corresponds to 
those accepted from Europe. We shall probably end up accepting 
between 50 and 60% of those submitted. Table III indicates the 
number of reviews done and points to the constant need for 
reviewers. We published a record number of pages in 1986, 1388, 
and a record number of original manuscripts, 253 (Table IV) . 
Dr. Baden wished to encourage the ESDR to maintain a con-
tinuous and frank dialogue with the SID about areas of mutual 
interest, most especially the Journal. There are difficult and serious 
issues that must be dealt with. He felt that the publication of a 
new journal would hurt both our societies in a variety of ways 
and can be prevented by recognition of both societies' needs and 
concerns. 
P. Fritsch thanked H . Baden and C. Lapiere (the retiring Eu-
ropean chief editor) for their considerable help over the past 5 
years. H . Baden presented C. Lapiere and B. Czarnetzki with a 
diploma as a token of his appreciation. 
P. Fritsch reported to the members that the new editor of the 
Journal is D. Norris (Colorado), and that, after extensive dis-
'cussions with our board, D . Norris had appointed K. Wolff (as 
European Chief Editor), and as associate (topic) editors G. Stingl 
(Immunology), J. Saurat (Clinical Research), and R. Camp (Phar-
macology) . Job descriptions are being prepared. 
Table II. Original Reports 
Submitted 
Accepted 
Rejected 
Other (revision, etc.) 
438 
212 (48%) 
157 (36%) 
69 (16%) 
THE JOURNAL OF INVESTIGATIVE DERMATOLOGY 
Number 
Table III. Reviews 
NA 
580 
E 
251 
o 
27 
Clinically Orientated Symposia Books-H. Honigsman 
Total 
858 
H . Honigsman reported that the third book in the series is now 
printed. He also reminded the members that they can buy these 
books at a 40% discount. 
Postgrad/~ate Edt/cation 
Last year the Society tried an experiment that was most suc-
cessful. P. Fritsch commented that the Postgraduate Education 
Course "From Skin Biology to Disease" had again been well 
received. J. Ring was thanked by the President. J. Ring reported 
that a similar postgraduate programme course would be arranged 
for 1988. 
Statt/tes by D . M. MacDonald 
At the last AGM and subsequent board meetings it was realized 
that there was some doubt in the understanding of some parts o f 
the Statutes by the board and by the members. Dr. MacDonald 
has been asked, in conjunction with Dr. Cunliffe and Dr. W. van 
Vloten to re-examine the Statutes and to suggest a modified set 
of rules. This should be completed in 2 years, or possibly earlier. 
Appointment of New Members 
Forty-three applications were considered and accepted by the 
Society. There were 5 resignat~ons and 1 death (R. Cormane) . 
Appointmerlt of Members of the Board 
The President reported that the following members were due 
to retire after three years of service: B. M. Czarnetzki, H. Ked. 
and J. Ring. J. P. Ortonne retires after six years on the board. 
The re-election of the following active members was recom-
mended by the Board: B. M. Czarnetzki, H . Kerl, J. Ring. Since 
4 board members will retire in 1988, it was decided that t\ 0 
appointments, rather than one, would be made this year and next 
year three would be made, rather than four. This should create 
more successful board management. Dr. M. Faure and Dr. G. 
Pierard were proposed by the board. The General Assembly ap-
proved the nominations of the board. 
Officers of tile Board 
The President informed the membership of the following ap-
pointments: W. J. Cunliffe, President; G. L. Wantzin, Secretary' 
and B. J. Vermeer, Treasurer. The Programme Committee-J. 
Karvonen (Chairman), B. Czarnetzki, J. H . Saurat, J. Ring, and 
D. M . MacDonald. 
Secretary's Report 
The Secretary reported that he was pleased to see a well-at-
tended general assembly of81 people. The scientific meeting \Va 
attended by 291 participants. 
Our membership continues to grow and is almost 500 in total. 
The secretary asked the members to encourage their young sci-
entists and clinicians to join the Society. Recently, we have had 
an increasing number of requests from the U .S.A. to attend the 
meeting. To help increase attendence of the U.S .A. clinicians, 
we are trying to get the Society registered by the American Acad-
emy for Continuing Medical Education (CME) units . 
W. J. Cunliffe thanked Dr. F. Serri, from the Catholic U ni-
versity Largo Gemelli, Rome, for organizing an excellent Clin-
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Table IV, Statisti cs of Publi cation From 1980 T hrough 1986 
Man uscripts received 
Pages published 
Original reports 
1980 
351 
990 
144 
"Twenty fewer speci.1 issue p.pers compared with 1982. 
"The number of . lIotted pages fo r 1982 was 947. 
' Allotted pages was 11 25. 
1981 1982 
410 427 
1023 944" 
161 187 
!calJ y O rien tated Sympos ium in Rome (February 1987) on "Age-
mg and Skin Cancer." 
YJ. J. C unli ffe thanked P. Fritsch, our retiring President, for 
~emg an active President. H e has made many excellen t sugges-
tions and chaired our board meetings commendabl y. 
Place and Date of Fu tflre Meetings 
C linically Orienta ted Symposia, " Immunodefi ciency and Skin ," 
Innsbruck. February 4- 6, 1988. 
A nnual General M eetings: . 
1988- Munich , J une 19-22. Las t da te fo r abstracts, February 
15. Abstracts can be obtained fro m and sent to our new sec-
1983 1984 1985 1986 
411 " 503 542 47 1 
11 27' 11 23' 11 51' 1388 ' 
193 197 215 253 
re tary: Dr. G. L. Wantzin , Dept. of Derm ato logy and Vener-
ologie, Bispebjerg H ospital, 2400 Copenhagen NV , Denmark. 
1989- Tri-Continental Meeting, Washin gton, April 25-
May 1. 
1990- To be held in T urin (ten tati ve) . 
A llY Otli er Bllsiness 
There was no furth er business. Dr. Fritsch expressed on behalf 
of the members his thanks and gra titude to the secretariat and to 
th e members of the Board for th eir serv ice to the Society du ring 
his term as president. 
